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Basic Facts about the Bible

The Bible is not a single book but a collection of sacred
texts written over an extremely long period. In its Prot-
estant form, the Bible contains 66 books (39 in the Old
Testament and 27 in the New Testament).

The Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) books were writ-
ten and compiled over many centuries - with much of
the Hebrew scriptures likely assembled by the 5th
century BCE - while the New Testament books were
composed in the mid-to-late 1st century CE.

The Bible’s estimated 40 authors came from di-
verse backgrounds—including kings, priests,
prophets, scribes, fishermen, and physicians—re-
sulting in a wide variety of literary forms.

Wisrul:
Want to know more? Check out the full article!
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é Genre Type Example Books Approximate Date
5 § Law (Pentateuch) Genesis, Exodus 8::1 tlr;tc}:t_l;tr;l acn% eécgtmg
- 0
8 & | Historical Books Joshua, Judges, Kings 10th-5th c. BCE
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= rE! Prophetic Books Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel 8th-2nd c. BCE
% % | Poetry & Wisdom Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs 10th-3rd c. BCE
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&/w g a Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 50-100 c. CE
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% E < | Epistles Paul, Peter, James, John 50-100 c. CE
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b 5 % Apocalyptic Literature | Revelation Around 95 c. CE
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E é King James Version 1611 c. CE Shaped English literature and & 5:
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